Minutes of a Meeting of

The Freewheelers of Spartanburg
and

Freewheelers Cycling Association
(January 6, 2026)

The monthly meeting of the Freewheelers of Spartanburg and the Freewheelers Cycling
Association was held on January 6, 2026, in the Meeting Room of RJ Rockers Brewing
Company. Present at the meeting were: Karl Johnson, President; Cheryl Miller, Board
Member at Large; Kristie Thome, Bicycle Shop Liaison; Tim Thome, Board Member at
Large; Jennifer Weaver, Director of Membership; David Coggins, Board Member at Large;
Pablo Pena, Director of Touring; Paul LeFrancois, Palmetto Cycling Coalition Liaison; Mike
Forrester, Vice President; Marshall Walsh, Secretary; Steve Verdell, Director of Safety; Greg
Kyzer, Director of Racing; Jennifer Britansky; Pat Russell; Mike Bonner; and Kelly Verdell.

The President, Karl Johnson, called the meeting to order and noted that pursuant to Article
V, Section of the By-Laws, a quorum was present.

Approval of Minutes
The first order of business was to review and approve the minutes of the November 4, 2025
meeting. The Secretary had previously forwarded a draft of the minutes electronically to
the members of the Board. After careful review by those present and upon motion duly
made and seconded, the minutes were approved as presented.
Freewheelers Cycling Association
There were no items for consideration this month by the Freewheelers Cycling Association.

Committee Reports

A. Marketing.

Kristie Thome presented a proposed flyer regarding Freewheelers membership and Club
activities to be distributed at the local bike shops. Various members made comments and
suggestions. There was a general discussion regarding ways to attract younger members.

B. New Club Kits.

Jennifer Weaver stated that it was the committee’s recommendation that the Club use

Giordiana as its vendor for the proposed new kits. This recommendation was based on
Giordiana’s high overall quality and different available price points. The Committee will
focus next on the design of the new kits.

C. Membership.
Jennifer Weaver reported that as of today’s date, the Club has 175 members. This is 12

less than on this day in 2025. Several members volunteered to personally contact prior
members who had not yet renewed for 2026.



D. Sponsorship.

Tim Thome suggested that sponsorship should be sold as advertising and not as arequest
for a donation. He felt that our sponsorship goal should be $10,000. In addition to the
Club kit, we can increase sponsor visibility with a Club T-shirt. Tim’s committee is working
on a design for a new Club logo, which will be presented for approval at a future meeting.

E. Web/Media Update

Now that the new Club Facebook page is live, Karl Johnson will post a notice on the old
Facebook page that it will be shut down and directing viewers to the new Facebook page.

F. Touring.

Pablo Pena presented for discussion a proposed calendar of Club-sponsored fides for
2026. These include:

May 16 a fundraiser for the Freewheeler’s team participating in the Ride to End Alzheimer’s.

July 3—a Ride for Safety to be managed by the Safety Committeeheld on July 3. The
proceeds will support efforts by the Freewheelers Safety Committee.

September 12 or 10—A Miles for Mammogram Ride with the proceeds to support the
Bearden Josey Center of the Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System.

October 3 or 10—The Tour de Paws will be held either October 3rd oo 10 with the proceeds
to support the Spartanburg Humane Society.

The Committee also provided a list of other popular rides in the area during 2026. The Tour
de Paws is managed by the Spartanburg Humane Society so the Club’s involvement is
mainly to participate in the ride itself. It was suggested that the Humane Society might want
to consider scheduling this ride in the Spring and beginning at a different location.

Officer reports

Mike Forrester suggested that the Freewheelers help with the Kids’ Ride at the Criterium.
In prior years the Bearden Josey Cycling Team had assisted with this.

Mike Forrester also noted that it is not likely that repairs to Highway 80 between Marion
and the Blue Ridge Parkway will be completed in the forseeable future and suggested that
we should begin work on a 2027 ride to replace the Assaults on Mount Mitchell and Marion.

Steve Verdell stated that he planned to post a series of safety-related items on the Club’s
Facebook page.

Paul LeFrancois reported on improvements to the trails at Lake Whechel.
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Adjournment

There being no further business and upon motion duly made, seconded, and unamiously
adopted, the meeting was adjourned. The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on
February 3, 2022.

Respectfully submitted

Marshall Walsh, Secretary
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Marshall Walsh <walshmt049@gmail.com>

[FCA-FWboard] Freewheeler - 2026 Rides - for discussion

1 message

Dave Coggins via groups.io <davidcog=aol.com@groups.io>
Reply-To: FCA-FWboard@groups.io
To: FCA-FWboard@groups.io

From Paulo, Bob and Dave

Ride to End Alzheimers - Poker Fundraiser Ride
May 16th

Location: Rockers

Proceeds: All Net Proceeds to support ALZ Ride
Managed by: Jennifer Weaver

Ride for Safety

July 3rd

Location: Holiday Brewing - Inman Baptist
Proceeds: Al Net Proceeds to support Safety
Managed by the Freewheeler Safety Committee

Miles for Mammogram Ride
September 12th or 19th
Location: Holsten Creek Park or Tryon International?

Sun, Jan 4, 2026 at 7:35 PM

Proceeds: All Net Proceeds to support Bearden Josey - Mammograms

Managed by: Women Freewheelers Team

Tour de Paws

October 3rd or October 10th?

Location: SCC - Downtown

Proceeds: All Net Proceeds to support Humane Society
Managed by: Spartanburg Humane Society

Other rides for investigation, discussion - consideration
Gravel Rides
Research Status of AcMM

Other Rides to coordinate around (blue 2026 schedule)

April 11, 2026 - Assault on Carolinas — Brevard, NC
June 7, 2026 - WNC Flyer — Brevard, NC

June 14, 2025 - Bee Buzzin — Greenwood, SC

July 10-12, 2026 — Ride to End ALZ, Greenville, SC

August 2, 2025 - Flight of the Dove — Clinton, SC

September, 7, 2026 - Tour de Apple — Flat Rock, NC
September 27, 2026 — Six Gap - NC

October 472025 - Tour de Pumpkin — Rutherford, NC

October 17, 2025 - Hincapie Gran Fondo — Traveler’'s Rest, SC
October 25, 2025 - Tour de Leaves — Mill Springs, NC

October 22-25, 2026 - Velo Palmetto - Greenville, SC
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