Minutes of a Meeting of the Directors of

The Freewheelers of Spartanburg
and
Freewheelers Cycling Association
(November 4, 2025)

The monthly meeting of the Board of Directors of the Freewheelers of Spartanburg and the
Freewheelers Cycling Association was held on November 4,2025, in the Meeting Room of RJ
Rockers Brewing Company. Present at the meeting were: Karl Johnson, President; Marshall
Walsh, Secretary; Cheryl Miller, Board Member at Large; Tim Thome, Board Member at Large;
David Coggins, Board Member at Large; Kristie Thome, Bicycle Shop Liaison; Paul LeFrancois,
Palmetto Cycling Coalition Liaison, Pablo Pena, Director of Touring; Steve Verdell, Director of
Safety, Jennifer Weaver, Jennifer Britanisky, Pat Russell, Kelly Verdell, Robert Barnes, Chris
Wert, Joan Glynn, Mike Bonner and Bob Higgins. Karl Johnson called the meeting to order at
6:35 pm and reviewed the Agenda that had previously been forwarded electronically to the
members.

Prior to the start of the business portion of the meeting, Bob Higgins gave a brief presentation
on bike cleaning including useful tools and inspecting for possible damage to the bike frame
and components.

Approval of Minutes

The first order of business was to review and approve the Minutes for the October 7, 2025
meeting. The Secretary had previously forwarded a draft of the minutes electronically to the
members of the Board. After careful review by those present, and upon motion duly made and
seconded, the Minutes were approved as presented.

Freewheelers Cycling Association

As discussed in the October meeting, the Bearden-Josey Women’s Cycling Team will be
dissolving at the end of this year. As such, it will not be putting on the Miles for Mammograms
fundraising ride next year. Jennifer Weaver proposed that the Freewheelers step in and
continue the ride. She noted that the Bearden-Josey team has unspent funds that could be
turned over to the Freewheelers and used as seed money to pay organizational expenses for
next year’s ride. However, these funds need to be claimed by December 31, 2025, because
under the Bearden-Josey team’s By-Laws, any unused funds would have to turned over to the

Spartanburg Regional Foundation.

Jennifer also pointed out that the Tryon International Equestrian Center Center had offered its
facilities for the ride and last year its Welcome Center was used as a Rest Stop. Thisis a
relationship that could be leveraged in the future for M4Ms and possible other Freewheelers
events.

There were some concerns that M4M might conflict with the Tour de Paws, which also is held
in the Fall. Karl Johnson pointed out that the actual organization of Tour de Paws is handled by
the Humane Society. He maps the routes and Bob Higgins provides SAG. The major
expectation of the Freewheelers membership is limited to participation in the ride itself.



It was suggested that the Freewheelers tentatively agree to move forward with this, but further
details need to be addressed and this would more appropriately be handled by a committee of
the Board. David Coggins suggested that the Director of Touring form a committee work on
the details and make a recommendation to the Board. Pablo Pena agreed to do so and Bob
Higgins volunteered to work with him. The Freewheelers could accept the Bearden-Josey
funds and hold them in a separate account. If the decision is made to organize a M4M ride
then the funds would be used for that purpose. If it was decided to not move forward, the
funds could be turned over to the Spartanburg Regional Foundation.

Accordingly, upon motion duly made seconded and unanimously adopted it was:

RESOLVED that the Freewheelers Cycling Association begin initial planning for a
Miles for Mammogram ride and accept the unused funds of the Bearden-Josey
Racing team to be used to defray actual organizational expenses should a final
decision be made to move forward on the ride;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the funds obtained from the Bearden-Josey
Racing Team shall be held in a separate account and it the event it is decided
not to move forward on such a ride, then the funds will be donated to the
Spartanburg Regional Foundation.

Membership

Karl Johnson reported that the 2026 membership drive has commenced and so far 62 persons
have joined the Club or renewed their current membership.

He also announced that Jennifer Weaver has agreed to serve as the Director of Membership.
He then asked those present whether anyone else was interested in serving in that position.
There being none and upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, Jennifer
Weaver was elected as the Director of Membership. There then followed a general discussion
of the need to grow Club membership and attract new members.

Christmas Party

The December meeting will be the Club’s annual Christmas Party. To avoid a conflict with
Dickens of a Christmas the party will be held December 4, 2025 at the Venus Pie Pizzeria, at
East Main Street and Oakland Avenue in downtown Spartanburg. The party will begin at 6:30
PM. After discussion it was agreed that each member would be responsible for the cost of
their own food. The Club will provide each member with a beverage and cover the cost of the
game room. Each member is requested to bring an unwrapped toy to be donated to the
Bridge.

Safety

Concern was expressed at the last meeting regarding Posted Rides on the closed portion of
the Saluda Grade (Highway 176) between Tryon and Saluda. Steve Verdell offered to prepare a
draft statement for consideration at this meeting. Steve circulated his draft electronically prior
to the meeting among the members of the Board. After careful discussion and upon motion
duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried the language was approved and it was
authorized to be sent via email to the Club membership.

Minutes
Page 2



New Club Kit

Following the discussion at the October meeting regarding the consideration of other vendors
in addition to Hincapie, Jennifer Weaver has contacted Giordiana and obtained various
samples. Members of the Board were given the opportunity to view and try on these sample at
the Trek Store in Spartanburg. Prior to the meeting these samples were also on display as well
as samples from Artletic. Karl Johnson had also circulated electronically sample designs from
each of these vendors. Although the members of the Board were not ready to commit to a
specific design, it was the general consensus that the Club should pick a preferred vendor and
then work on the details of the design and pricing. Karl Johnson then called for a show of
hands by those present for their preferred vendor. The results were as follows:

Giordana 9
Hincapie 2
Artletic 0

The remaining members present expressed no preference.

Webpage Update

The new Freewheelers of Spartanburg Facebook page is now live. Prior to the meeting there
has also been an email discussion about having a private Facebook page for the members of
the Board. Several members had expressed frustration with keeping up with multiple emails
strings. Ultimately, it was the general consensus that the GroupMe app would be preferable.
Tim Thome reported a GroupMe page had been set up and information was provided on how
to join.

Adjournment
There being no further business and upon motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously

carried the meeting was adjourned. The next regularly scheduled business meeting will be
held on Tuesday, January 6, 2026.

Respectfully submitted

Marshall Walsh, Secretary
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